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	Sociology of Sport
Sociology 345     

Spring 2007


Washington State University Vancouver
College of Liberal Arts
Instructor: Nick Parsons

Office: VMCC 202-P
Office Phone: 360-546-9488 
Email: nparsons@mail.wsu.edu (write “Soc 345” in subject line)
Office Hours: Monday & Wednesday 12:30 - 1:30 (and by appointment)

Class meets Monday & Wednesday 10:35 – 11:50 am in VEHD 101  
Course Website: http://cooley.libarts.wsu.edu/nick/
Course Objectives (i.e. Our Goals)  

1. To develop a greater understanding of the social significance of sports by:
a. Examining how sports influence and are influenced by individuals, such as sport’s role in socialization processes and barriers to participation based on gender, race, and social class. 

b. Examining sports in relation to other social institutions, such as politics, the economy, the family, and even religion.
2. To become more aware of the positive and negative consequences of sports by critically analyzing them from a sociological perspective.

3. To examine the myths, paradoxes, and controversies associated with sports.

4. To consider different ways in which the institution of sport could be reformed or improved.
Required Textbook:

Coakley, Jay.  2007.  Sports in Society: Issues and Controversies (9th edition).  McGraw 
Hill: New York. 

Exams

You will have a total of 2 exams, worth 20% of your final grade.  Exams will be based on material from the text, any assigned articles, class lectures, discussions, and videos.  Exams will also include material from panel discussions.  Make up exams will not be given unless the student presents evidence of death in the family or serious illness.     

Panel Discussions

We will hold a total of 10 panel discussions, in which we will debate “hot topics” in the sociology of sport.  These discussions will consist of two groups (pro/con). Each group will be comprised of 3 students.  Each student will directly participate in 2 panel discussions. You will receive a list of potential topics and will be asked to rank order them according to your preference and state whether you are “pro” or “con”.  In Week 2, I will let you know which panel topics we will use and which two you are assigned to.  

The 30% of your final course grade that is determined by these panel discussions is based on the following criteria:

When you are on a panel

An annotated outline of your arguments (6% each, 12% total)
Student evaluations of your performance (5% each, 10% total)
Your evaluation of your panel members’ contributions (0.5% for completion, 1% total)
When you are in the audience

Your evaluations of other students’ presentations (1% for each evaluation, 7% total) 
See Panel Discussion Guidelines for detailed instructions and expectations.

Book/Film Review 
You will select a novel, autobiography, or film and write a 3-page paper about it that will constitute 10% of your final grade.  On the first page, you will summarize the book or film.  For pages 2-3, you will critique the book or film and discuss sociological issues raised in it.  This is due Wednesday, March 7th.  

See Book/Film Review Guidelines for detailed instructions and a list of books and films.  Also, see the course website for a link to Sports Illustrated’s 50 best sports films.  
Final Research Paper

You will conduct original research to answer a sociological question about sport and write a paper about it.  This is worth 20% of your final course grade and is due on the last regular day of class (Wednesday, April 25th).  This project may be related to sociological issues raised in the textbook, in class discussions, or could be on some other sociological topic.  It is essential that you consult with me regarding your research ideas before embarking on your project, in order to prevent any ethical issues that could be punishable by the university.  

On Wednesday, January 31, you will submit a one-page paper stating your research topic, what research question(s) you intend to answer through your research, and a brief discussion of the methodology you will use to collected your data.
See Final Research Paper Guidelines for more details.

In-Class/Homework Assignments & Quizzes
From time to time we will work on stuff in class.  For example, I might ask you to write a brief essay on a video we watch, a topic we read or talked about, etc.  I will also give reading quizzes fairly regularly, especially on days that we hold panel discussions – keeping up on the readings will prevent preventable anxiety here.  I generally won’t announce beforehand when a reading quiz or in-class assignment will be.  In-class assignments and quizzes will constitute 15% of your final grade.

Participation & Conduct
Please do not hesitate to ask questions if you are confused, lost, or simply want to share an idea related to the material.  Your participation is worth 5% of your final grade.  “Participation” is defined here as taking part in class discussions, asking or answering questions when they arise, working well with groups in and out of class.  Also, my assessment of your participation includes class conduct – if you detract from the learning of others by distracting them or me, being rude, sleeping through class, talking to your friends, coming in late/leaving early, etc., this is not good conduct.  If you have to leave early or come in late on a particular day, please let me know beforehand.
A Summary of Your Grade

Your course grade will be determined by the following:

Exams (2 @ 10% each)  



20%

Panel Discussions 




30%

Book/Film Review Paper



10%

Final Research Paper




20%

In-Class/Homework Assignments & Quizzes
15%

Class Participation & Conduct

  
  5%
Readings

In order to succeed in this class, you have to read.  The Class Calendar (below) lists the reading assignments.  Anything that you have been assigned to read is fair game for the exams.  Since this course is rather participation-oriented, I’d rather talk about the readings then dictate an outline of them to you.  
Late-Work

Late work will not be accepted unless you provide evidence of serious illness, death in the family, etc.  

Homework and Paper Format

Unless specified otherwise, your papers and all homework must be typed!  You should always double-space your work and use font sizes 10-12.  Please use typical font types such as Times New Roman or Courier.  Also, although this ain’t no English class, spelling, grammar, and sentence structure matter greatly.  I usually interpret poorly written papers to indicate author indifference and carelessness, rather than incompetence.  Do whatever it takes to demonstrate that you are a capable, intelligent college student - proofread, have a friend or family member read your paper, visit the writing center, etc.  If you don’t care, I won’t either.    
Attendance

As stated earlier, any material covered in class may be on the exams or necessary for completing your homework.  Though it is definitely to your advantage to attend every class, your attendance is not required.  However, I will take attendance often, just so I know who comes regularly and who does not.  Also, keep in mind that if you never show up for class you can’t really “participate” as expected, nor will you get credit for any in-class activities or quizzes that take place.

Course Website 

I’ve set up a website for the course.  It is: http://cooley.libarts.wsu.edu/nick/.  On this website you will find helpful information, such as a copy of this syllabus, assignments, links and occasionally, lecture notes.  It is to your advantage to print the lecture notes out before class and bring them with you, for they will aid in your note taking.  The notes found on this website will be only a basic outline of what is covered in class.  Also, I will often place important announcements and recent assignments on the website.  Disclaimer - I do not guarantee that I will always provide you with notes and assignments on the website.  Everything I assign will at least be available in class.
Academic Integrity

Washington State University has an Academic Integrity Policy, which will be enforced in this class.  Students are expected to refrain from cheating, including plagiarism; refrain from lying, etc.  If you cheat on ANYTHING - exams, homework assignments, downloading papers from the Internet, or even signing your absent friend’s name on the attendance sheet, you will receive an F for the course, no questions asked!  Academic dishonesty has no place in college - when you walk down that aisle to receive your diploma, you should feel like you earned it!

Often you will find it necessary to consult outside sources for information.  It is essential that you give credit to the authors of these sources by citing them, for not doing so constitutes plagiarism!  If you use direct quotes from the text, you must enclose them in quotation marks and cite them with the author’s name and page number.  See Citation Guidelines (below) for specific details on how to properly cite other peoples’ research.  

Attitudes About School
Education does not always have to be a chore.  You can be here solely for a grade, merely concerned about fulfilling some requirement and getting on with your life.  Or, you can approach this class as an opportunity to develop your public speaking skills, gain self-confidence, make new friends, and expand your critical-thinking abilities. So, in addition to being concerned with your GPA, orient your strategy toward developing and acquiring effective life skills.  And have some fun too.  

Office Hours

My office hours are listed above, but I am also in my office at other times.  Please do not hesitate to stop by and ask questions if you are having a difficult time with the material or if you just want to talk more about it.    Also, I check my email fairly regularly, so if you cannot reach me in my office, I will try to address your concerns or questions that way.  I try to be flexible, so if you want to make an appointment to meet on a specific day and time, let me know.              

Student Disabilities

I am committed to providing assistance to help you be successful in this course. Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a documented disability.  Please visit the Disability Services during the first two weeks of every semester to seek information or to qualify for accommodations.  Please let me know during the first week of class if you need any accommodations for this course.  All accommodations must be approved through Disability Services (see the Assistant Director of Student Development in VMMC 24, 546-9567).
Library Use
The College of Liberal Arts expects students in all courses to use the WSU library buildings and materials in a responsible manner.  The following acts indicate lack of respect for the education process and for the rights of others in the university community: Defacing, concealing, removing sections of, or stealing library books, periodicals, or reserve materials, and interfering with the work of other users.  Violations are misdemeanors under the Revised Code of Washington (27.12.33).  The library staff and sociology instructors will report suspected violations to WSU police.  If you are caught abusing library materials, you will fail this course. 

Things I Hate

Above, I may or may not have alluded to things that really bug me, but I wanted to clearly list them here:

· Coming to class late

· Cell phones going off in class

· Not reading directions for assignments

· Doing crossword puzzles/reading newspapers during lectures

· Talking with your friends during lectures

· Emailing me homework assignments

Grading Scale

A = 94 - 100; A- = 90 - 93; B+ = 87 - 89; B = 84 - 86; B- = 80 - 83; C+ = 77 - 79;      

C = 74 - 76; C- = 70 - 73; D+ = 67 - 69; D = 60 - 66; F = 59 or less.
And Finally…

This syllabus is not set in stone.  We will use it as a general blueprint for this class, but I reserve the right to change anything.  Of course, I will let you know if and when I plan to make changes.  
Class Schedule (very tentative)
Week 1 
· Jan. 8: Introductions
· Jan 10: What defines a sport? What is the sociology of sport?  Read Ch. 1.
Week 2
· Jan. 15: No Class (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
· Jan. 17: Applying Sociological Theory to the Study of Sport.  Read Ch. 2.
Week 3
· Jan. 22: The History of Sports.  Read Ch. 3.
· Jan. 24: Sports & Socialization. Read Ch. 4. 
Week 4

· Jan. 29: Sports & Children. Read Ch. 5
· Jan. 31: Sports & Children, continued.

Final Research Paper Idea due (1 page). 
Week 5

· Feb. 5: Sports in High School & College. Read Ch. 14.
· Feb. 7: Sports in High School & College, continued.
Week 6
· Feb. 12: Deviance in Sports. Read Ch. 6.
· Feb. 14: Deviance in Sports, continued
Week 7
· Feb. 19: No Class (President’s Day)
· Feb. 21: Violence in Sports. Read Ch. 7.
Week 8

· Feb. 26: Violence in Sports, continued
· Feb. 28: Exam 1
Week 9 

· Mar. 5: Gender and Sports. Read Ch. 8.

· Mar. 7: Gender and Sports, continued
Book/Film Review due

March 12th to March 16th = Spring Break
Week 10
· Mar. 19: Race & Ethnicity and Sports. Read Ch. 9.

· Mar. 21: Race & Ethnicity and Sports, continued.
Week 11
· Mar. 26: Social Class and Sport. Read Ch. 10.
· Mar. 28: Social Class and Sport, continued
Week 12 
· Apr. 2: Sports and the Economy. Read Ch. 11.
· Apr. 4: Sports and the Economy, continued.
Week 13
· Apr. 9: Sports and the Media. Read Ch. 12.
· Apr. 11: Sports and the Media, continued
Week 14
· Apr. 16: Sports and Politics. Read Ch. 13.
· Apr. 18: Sports and Politics, continued.
Week 15 

· Apr. 23: Religion and Sport. Read Ch. 15.
· Apr. 25: Religion and Sport, continued
Final Research Paper due
Week 16
· Apr. 30: Final Exam (10:30 am - 12:30 pm)
Soc 345 – Citation Guidelines

Use this information when writing your papers, panel discussion outlines, and other assignments in which you are asked to research and cite the works of other authors.
In the body of your paper, you might write something like this:

In order to fully understand the phenomenon of sport in modern society, it is necessary to explore the relationship between the ideology of sport and the ideology of the dominant culture (Thompson 1978).  Sport can be viewed as a reflection of cultural values (Schwartz 1973), a provider of pattern maintenance, integration, and status divisions for the larger social system (Luschen 1967; Rudman 1986), or a diversion to mislead fan perceptions of the condition of race relations within the larger society (Klein 2000).
Note that I am not directly quoting these authors, just associating their names with their ideas.  You must give credit, for not doing so constitutes plagiarism!!!

If you were to use a direct quote from an author, you must use quotes marks and include the page number after the author’s name and year:

Once Jackie Robinson finally made it to the “big leagues”, he faced adversity on the field.  Richie Ashburn of the Philadelphia Phillies remembered, “We used to knock him down almost every time he came up to home plate.  We’d try to hit him hard [by sliding into his lower legs] on double plays.  It was terrible, the things he had to go through”  (Fox 1994:342).

At the end of your research proposal, you should have a References section.  It should be organized alphabetically by the author’s last name.  

Citing a Book:

Fox, Stephen.  1994.  Big Leagues. Professional Baseball, Football, and Basketball in 

National Memory.  Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press.
Citing a Book Chapter (assuming the chapter is by a diff. author than the editor):

Aitken, Brian W. W.  1993.  “The Emergence of Born-Again Sport.”  Pp. 197-214 in Charles S. 

Prebish (Ed.), Religion and Sport. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.

Citing a Journal Article:

Klein, Alan.  2000.  “Latinizing Fenway Park: A Cultural Critique of the Boston Red 

Sox, Their Fans, and the Media.”  Sociology of Sport Journal 17:403-22.
[Note that the “17” in the above citation is the volume number.]
Citing a Website:

NCADI: 1995 National Household Survey.  Online.  6 April 1997.  Available URL: 

http://www.health.org/pubs/95hhs/highlite.htm.
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